
^ e .,-^ mer ^ can Heart .Assooiation Board of Directorsj on June and after years 
adopts a statement raising ^.suspicion” of heavy smoking as contributing 

certain heart diseases,' it vas intended that there be no public ' ^ 
^^announcement until the_ resolution and an'associated story had been published in July* 




heart group cooperated In the 
Hammond-Horn study. AHA 
asked the cancer society to take ' 
its name out of an ACS educa- * “* r - 
tionai booklet based on the v , 
study. 

*Hot Report* > - '#'? ~ _ 

The 1956 position came under’ rj %$k 
heavy attack inside the AHA as 
more and more statistical evi- 
.dence piled up. In response Dr. 



• * Robert Wilkins of Boston, then ^ 

'•3®X»jr BARBARA YUNCKER ’. AHA president, set up the Katz ^ 

■- . . vm. .. .•*,.-a•* i»-l •. . • v — committee. *• -•->. ;. t 


g^tejfS£^‘Xhe American Heart Assn, has decided, after four years of debate, to declare By last fall it had prepared 
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the anti smoking 




pretty hot report* 
the evidence and 
i-smoking cam- 
vagers and 
isk groups, 
i independent 
r ;-._ research commission to organ- 

cT r®The statement is not being made public now, but the action was disclosed to programtolTam^the^biologi^i 
/‘Si^i The Post by a board member who was present but who asked that his name not be used, and medical facts" which link ./V* 
^ The statement will be printed in Circulation, the AHA scientific journal, perhaps in July ; smoking and heart attacks. 

m -'" the Journal of the American Medical Assn, will be asked to print it simultaneously. . T Jl e re f?T* cleared four levels 

.. . - . wae . . .. . . - of the AHA hierarchy and a J 

: . ■ ’Th® report was the work of — - - nirp** release was drafted, i 

t; V j. ; an Ad Hoc Committee on Smok* 1 v 

;;'-' lug headed by Dr, Louis Katz, 

^■■; > : noted Chicago researcher into 
the cause of'heart disease; the 
“ AHA has refused to name other 

members of the committee. The 
report summarized 12 studies, 

''*$">$ ' mostly of makes, going back 
i &•/>’;to 1940, all of which show that 
1 pcigaret smokers are in 50 to 

■.sjS,V*V" 350 per cent greater danger of 
^©S/fc' fatal I heart attacks than are 

• "-^Ti ' . non-smokers. • -• - 

•St-i ' Broadest of the studies was 
Dr. E. Cuyler Hammond and 
■V;Dr. Daniel Horn for the Ameri- 
■jffiT -'.'can Cancer Society. Subjects 
were 18LOOO white men be- 
- v -t tween the ages of 50 and 69. 
wThey were studied for 44 
months. Cigaret smokers were 
' found to be !h' 70 per cent 

- greater danger than non-smok¬ 
ers. Expressed, another way, 

‘ of the 11,870 deaths during the 
jveriod of the study,, 385 were 
"excels” heart attack deaths 
associated with cigaret smok¬ 
ing. , • 

Smokers of two or more packs Th , . _ — --— 

a day had a heart attack death c " art ,s ff ken {™m the report in the American Journal 

rate 2.4 times that of non-smok- * Puolic Health of the results of the Hammond Horn study, 
ers. Figures were substantially . , . . • 

r/wp,^ ^ Sm ° ke<1 “Personally I And it hard to t rast to the lung cancer exclu- 
omy ano pipes. ... ^ sca pe the conclusion that ciga- menh Lung cancer claims near- 

ncluental Link. . ret smoking increases the deathily 36,CKW victims a year, com- 

The tobacco industry’s posi- rate from' coronary artery narv attacks nearly 500,000. 
tion is that statistics are not diseases.” The efforts to get the AHA te 

proof—that the apparent Jink He said lie finds it "astonish- take a position ion smoking hav-' 
may be coincidence. Hammond Jng that these figures have re- been stormy since 1956 when 
does not share this view. He rHv.nl littJr* rttrnlion" in con the organization took the posi 
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Warning. 

. On Kov. 23, 1959. the Cen- ^ 
tral Committee for Medical and 
Community, Action cut out the 
proposal for the research com¬ 
mission and passed the report 
to the full board which met 
Dec. 5 with S5 members pres- , 
ent, 52 of them doctors. 

Deny Pressure 

After extended debate the ^ 4? 
board sent the report back to 
the Kats committee with in¬ 
structions to revise it to con¬ 
tain . "factual scientific data 
only,"-—i.e., no conclusions or 
recommendations to be drawn 
from the facts. Outgoing board .yj 
chairman Bruce Barton sug- ' 
gested the Katz committee 
should consult With the Tobacco " *4 
Industry Research Committee. 

The advertising firm Barton 
formerly headed, BBD&O, han- 
dies Lucky Strike. New AHA , 4 ^.r 
chairman Sylvester L. W'eaver . 

Jr. is a top executive at McCann, 
Erickson^which has the Ches¬ 
terfield account. But doctors 

associated with the AHA told 

The Post that the watering- 
down of the report had not'been 
a result of industry pressure. 

' ' r-ft ..: -•..»> •, 

NE 7 .'/ YORK POST 'i^viATs- 
New York, New York"* 

June 6, i 960 


■H 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/sybmOOOO 


1003543418 





